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The Petit Jean
P Challenge
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Dead Balloon
Cut Streamer
Anything else

2 Points for a clean KILL (crowd roars)
1 Point for “Got Close” (crowd groans)
Oh Shit! (Crowd Laughs Loudly @)

* Airspeed 120 Knots / 135 MPH

* Altitude 1300 - 1400 feet until gun run turn!

* Hard deck 1,000 or Treetop

* 2 Mile Separation from next aircraft!

* Balloon Shots on 1 minute intervals between ships

Must fly the TRACK! Stay on outside edge of the ridge and river!

Must be ascending as balloon is hit! e t[ B v = |
Must be under climb power as balloon is hit! =3 C e S )
No extreme maneuvering ... That’s an instant DQ o Al -
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Must have signed the Liability Waiver Y Y5 3
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= D'Way it’s ¢

111&?

Take off at 60 Second Intervals
Maintain 2 mile visual or audible separation!

$ "'?‘C-'/Gwr?w)

Cruise Mode:
* You must fly the track ... know your checkpoints!
* Manage your airspeed .... Fly the track!
* Maintain constant altitude for visual safety.
* Minor S’Turns across track are acceptable.
* Call for release crossing approach “Kill Zone”
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ATTACK MODE:
* Do not descend until you are in the airport environment (Airport 923’)
* Do not descend below the tops of the trees
* Expect Balloon to be slightly higher than you 100-200 ft... try to skylight it!
e Apply climb power at or slightly before the threshold
e Attack in a climbing attitude
* Minor climbing left turn to ridgeline after Bust or Blunder ©
= SLOW Down to 135 mph / 120 Knots

|

The Basic Track
12.2 Nmiles
6 minutes airtime
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CALL RELEASE

| T/O.to North is a left turn at the
®windsock and circle to cross the
approach:end of the runway to track!

T/O to South is left turn-over-Lake Bailey
to track! ‘
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Fly outside edge
of ridge &
outside edge of
river!

PetitrJean Overlocksand Gravesite
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Petit:Jean Point
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T/Oto North is a left turn at the
windsock and cross the apgroach
end of the runway to track!

T/0 to South is left turn over Lake
Bailey to‘track!

Let’s try to-avoidlow
over the campground

State .Park

his is your first minor left turn
‘0 the TRACK just as you cross
Lake Bailey. Turn to miss the
campground and go to the
ridge line! ...

Campground turnaround
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Then Fly 1,300 - 1,400 MSL
and out about 1,000’ right of
the Highway Ridgeline.
135 MPH / 120 Knots

Go right by the
HIGHWAY HOTEL ©
S By s
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Gentle turn around Petit Jean Point!
Make your turn just outside the highway!
Wave to everyone as you go by! Blow
some smoke if you have it | ©

~-Swing gently around Petit Jean Point and go m the

outside edge of the river.... And stay there! ©
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You're just flying the outside , -

ridgeline and ‘outside river line...

1,400 MSL @ 135 mph /120 Knots Turn Inbound
here

R
TS
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You should see the airport on a 210
degree heading or your UPAKE to
KMPJ direct line.

Don’t be low here.... 1,300 but 1,400
5 to see well! Then start descent but
Don’t cut the corner because keep Airspeed at 135 MPH
that will shorten your course K
and close on the pilot ahead.

If you have smoke, maybe throw
out some around the corner ©

Release pointis at the

far end of the runway g

N The balloon goes up at about 400
environment. feet per Minute. It will be higher
Descend to runway than the tree line by about 100

treetops and look for feet IF you don’t speed up!

your ?
and then look for

the balloon!




g REALLY IMPORTANT!
et low enough early... Stay at 135

DO NOT DESCEND*te B0

Dirty loons will be very
hard to see. Never really
high, usually just coming
up out of the treeline.

LOOK FOR YOUR _.

GUNNERY COA€EH?
Then LOOKAJP!

17

Mph

Please try to make
your turn out after
the pass over the lake
and not the
campground!

Do this three
times, and let’s
land and gloat!

©

Google Eartt
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Listen for AIR BOSS BOB! IF landing north - we
will all land and taxi to the end and taxi back
together to the rousing applause of the crowd

LANDING!

you saved from devastation!
DONT RUSH
Go around if necessary

19
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Here’s what you do ... the simple briefing:
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12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Set altimeter to 925’ - CTAF is 122.9
Line up in briefed sequence by call sign #
Take off in sequence as released by Air Boss 1
Immediate left turn on take off to clear campgrounds
Fly briefed pattern at 1,300 — 1,400 feet.
Maintain 135 MPH / 120 Knots
Pick up and fly just outside the ridgeline to Petit Jean Point
Gentle turn around the Point to the outside edge of the river.
Fly outside edge of the river until you reach the Gun Run Turn 210 degrees
Plan descent to reach 1,100 feet % mile from the airport.
Call for Balloon Release at or before “Release Point”!
Descend to tree top level over the runway environment...not before!
Pick up your GC.... Gunnery Coach © Look over their heads about 100-200 feet!
When you have the balloon in sight, add climb power and smoothly maneuver for the kill!
As you finish the beast off, make climbing left turn to clear campground and return to track.
Repeat 2 more times and land in sequence.
Note to self: The darn balloon is smaller than it looks !
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This presentation is for illustration/discussion

purposes only and not meant as instruction or
direction. The pilot is 100% responsible for all |
decisions, flight rule compliance, and safety of |

flight responsibilities.

I =l i Al = § BRSNS

... Then have fun !
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